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The Five Year curriculum: Art & 

Photography

Year 10 
Photography

Introducing basic 
practical 
classroom risks & 
guidelines

Introducing Art and 
possible subject 
topics over the next 
5 years

Discussing 
‘Who am I’ 
through  
visual format

Presenting self 
identity through a 
visually created 
page

Basic Shapes, Lines and 
Direction

Shading, Tones & 
Highlights explored The Pencil Scale 

explored in depth

Year 7 Shapes 
Assessment

Advertisement 
& Logos

Exploring the 
work of Artists 
through ORACY

Exploring 
and learning 
materials

1960’s 
American and 
British Pop Art 
Influences

Year 7 
Assessment 

Structure of 
the Face

Self Portrait

How to draw 
Features of the 
face

Literacy based 
Evaluation

Year 7 
Assessment

Exploration of 
materials

Exploring Fonts 
and Imagery

Classroom 
presentation Final Outcome 

inspired by project 
investigations and 
artists

Exploring Influential 
artists

Pattern based 
imagery

Anime character 
designs

2D Relief work

Exploration of 
objects used within 
Industry

Exploration of 
fashion design & 
imagery

Artist investigationYear 8 
Assessment

Year 8 
Assessment

Year 9 
Assessment

Evaluation

Pattern design 
for own 
imagery

Identity & 
culture. What 
does it mean to 
you?

MDOTD Class 
Presentation

Building on 
materials 
explored 
within year 8

Researching the 
Historical aspects of 
cultural art and their 
origins

Repeat patterns & 
symmetry

Mock exam to develop 
independence in students

Historical research

Experimentation of 
materials to build on 
refinement

Historical 
information on 
observations and 
photography

Year 8 
Assessment

Exploring unfamiliar 
ways if using familiar 
materials

Understanding and 
using different tools

Artist development 
& processes

Building on the 
work of artists

Character Design

Understanding 
varied styles of 
observation

Literacy 
evaluation

Department visit to 
Galleries. Trip to 
produce bank of 
imagery.

Understanding 
of Assessment 
Objectives

Personalise 
final oucome

Continuation of 
project work 
from year 10

Literacy page

Illustrative 
Ceramic 
designs

2D ceramics inspired 
by own illustrations

Understanding and displaying
 how to use a sketchbook

Using artists to aid in 
development of portfolio

Research into 
DSLR & History of 
Photography

Responding to a 
theme.

Choosing artists 
that enable 
exploration and 
ability to build 
own style.

Exploring & refining 
materials to display 
developmental process

Who am I?Foundation Skills
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Bugs Observational Drawing

Coursework PortfolioCoursework Portfolio

Exam Portfolio

Year
12 BTEC

Year 12 A Level
Photography

Iconic 
animals

Mock exam to support 
different styles of 
working. Preparation for 
Year 13.

Year 13 A Level 
Photography

Personal 
Investigation

Exam
 Po

rtfo
lio

1st Unit2nd Unit
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Year
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am
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Department 
Exhibition

Completion of 
Yr 12 PI ready 
to start Exam 
Portfolio

Students to visually 
respond to OCR Starting 
points

Department 
Exhibition

Two Year programme 
carefully mapped out to 
cover 8 units, 3 of which 
are externally set tasks

Year 9 
Assessment

Year 9 
Assessment

Evaluation

Building on 
the work of 
artists

Large group 
project work

Evaluation

Pattern based
work

Experimentation 
of materials

Group design 
work

Portfolio reviews 
to steer individual 
outcomes

Quality 
imagery taken 
& printed

Work created and 
inspired by artists

Development work 
created to secure 
quality links to final 
outcome

Presenting 
coursework 
portfolio

Launch of OCR exam 
starting points

Launch of OCR exam 
starting points

Exploring the work of 
others and creating 
own response Development work & 

list structured in 
preparation for 10hr 
exam

Final exam & 
mounting of 
project ready for 
moderation

Introduction to course 
with standardised 
start across co-hort

Practical 
workshops

Exploring 
materials and 
techniques, 
refining skills.

Workshops 
to build 
skillset

Launch Personal 
Investigation and 
exploration of 
artists.
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The Five Year curriculum: Subject

Example topic name Example Unit Name

Toolkit

Copy and Paste where needed
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